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Congratulations to our good friend Rita Miljo of C.A.R.E. (Centre for 
Animal Rehabilitation and Education), on being awarded the 2007 
White Lion R.O.A.R. Award (the White Lion Recognition of Animal 
Rights Award), in the category of Best Individual, for her life-time 
dedication to conservation, and her tireless courage to stand up for 
nature’s rights. 
 

 
 
Over and above her significant role in the rescue of Lions destined 
for canned hunting, her ground-breaking Baboon rehabilitation work 
has resulted in numerous successful reintroductions to the wild, 
including three this year! 
For further info see www.primatecare.org.za 
and www.whitelions.org 
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Themba Buthelezi is 19, born in White City, Soweto, and started 
working at CLAW in February 2007. 
Themba is very enthusiastic about his work, and is an important part 
of CLAW outreach clinics and house-to-house visits. 
He feels very strongly about cruelty to, and the suffering of animals, 
and believes that CLAW does valuable work educating people in the 
community on how to look after their companion animals. 
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The much publicised case against NFL star quarterback Michael 
Vick for his alleged involvement in dog fighting, and his subsequent 
guilty plea, has focused the world’s attention on the heinous 
underground world of illegal dog fighting.  And whilst it has always 
existed, even in our own sunny country, it is showing a disturbing 
increase.  Youngsters in some of the area in which CLAW works are 
now to be seen walking the streets with scarred Pit Bulls, challenging 
other youngsters to bring their dogs out for a fight.  Sometimes bets 
are placed on the outcome, but mostly it is about gang culture, self 
esteem, power and control.  And often it is linked to a more sinister 
world of gang activity, drugs, and other serious crime.  Apart from 
the vicious cruelty aspect, it promotes insensitivity to animal suffering 
and creates an enthusiasm for violence which escalates. 
Many of these unfortunate animals have their ears “cropped” (to 
avoid anything to grab hold of) without anaesthesia, with a pair of 
scissors by their owners.  Some youngsters have told us they want 
their dogs to look like the dogs they see on MTV music videos … 



 
Not for the faint hearted, Themba was recently instrumental in the 
confiscation of fighting dogs from Soweto.  He is a wonderful role 
model for the youngsters, and we are blessed to have such a 
passionate and dedicated person on our team! 
 
 
 

 
From Wikipedia.org 

 
Dog fighting is a violent and highly secretive enterprise, and 
infiltrating these closely guarded networks is difficult and dangerous. 

      
An unfortunate Pit Bull puppy with it’s ears “cropped”, destined for a 

life of misery and suffering 
Recently, CLAW was given information by a concerned community 
member of an informal settlement on the outskirts of Soweto.  Our 
field workers found two savaged dogs in the area, and 
unsuccessfully tried to apprehend a man with another Pit Bull.  Both 
the injured dogs had to be euthanased, as their injuries were too 
severe.  Other community members tell us that there are regular dog 
fights in the area, which occur whenever a group of youngsters have 
stolen enough dogs for a “performance”.  Injured dogs are left to die, 
unlike more sinister organised events, where the dogs are 
inhumanely disposed of, sending the message “this is what happens 
to losers”. 
CLAW is working with the authorities to apprehend the culprits, and 
trying to educate and inform people. 

 
Additionally, the SPCA is busy with a crackdown on organised dog 
fighting rings around South Africa, and arrests are imminent.  If you 
suspect dog-fighting activity, please report your suspicions to your 
local SPCA and SAPS. 
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Buddha survived Aldicarb poisoning, but most are not that fortunate 
…   Regrettably, a large amount of CLAW’s limited resources are 
currently being diverted to treat poisoned pets, as the number of 
poisoning cases increase. 
In the informal settlements, most are due to accidental secondary 
poisoning, due to poor waste disposal and often the lack of waste 
removal facilities, resulting in people buying Aldicarb from Hawkers, 
to try and control the rampant rat population, which uncontrolled, 
poses a huge health hazard.  However, practical research has shown 
that surrounding rats will not touch poisoned food if a single one dies, 
whereas dogs and cats that are hungry will scavenge, and eat 
anything they can find.  We can all help here to educate and assist 
people we know and work with on safer alternatives. 
In the suburbs it is a matter of criminal intent, and companion animals 
should rather be kept safe indoors at night. 
Aldicarb, otherwise know as Temik or “two-step” is a highly toxic, 
widely used agricultural carbamate pesticide, and despite being a 
controlled substance, is easily purchased from street vendors in 
small, inexpensive packages (often mixed with mealie-meal for bulk) 
as rat poison.  We continue to work with the authorities on the 
removal of this deadly substance from our streets. 
 

 
 
Symptoms of poisoning include weakness, vomiting and/or excessive 
salivation, tremors, diarrhoea, agitation, laboured breathing, and 
eventually death, if untreated.  If you suspect that an animal has been 
poisoned, immediate Veterinary treatment is essential.  All cases of 
poisoning must also be reported to the SAPS nodal point, established 
in January 2007, at 012-393-1196, or at the crime stop number. 
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By Sue White – CLAW Volunteer 
It was a beautiful, sunny, Johannesburg winter’s day, and a group of 
CLAW volunteers were accompanying 20 youngsters ex the Khulisa 
Crime Prevention Initiative to Randjesfontein (north of JHB) for a day 
with Horses, as part of CLAW’s Humane Education Program. 
We were going to Karen Portman, a Horse behaviourist lecturer and 
Horse owner, who had kindly offered to host us, and introduce the 
youngsters to Horses.  The excitement and anticipation were 
palpable, although a number of the youngsters admitted they were 
really scared of Horses. 
Karen had organised a wonderful program and was assisted by 
various students of hers.  Divided into groups they moved from one 
activity station to the next.  They learned to touch, identify different 
body parts, and groom a Horse. 

 
George and Ardra demonstrated and then they participated in a “join 
up” process.  In this process, they are taught how to get a Horse to 
voluntarily come over to you and then follow you – no halters or 
ropes required!  This fascinated us all. 
Dot Robinson, who is a psychologist using Equine Assisted Therapy 
also worked with each group.  She asked the groups to complete a 
task involving Ponies, and used this experience to look at issues 
such as frustration, anger, teamwork and success. 
Finally, Lucy and other students took each of them on a short, hand-
led Horse ride around one of the paddocks, even those previously 
scared of Horses.  The smiles of delight on their faces said it all! 
We finished off the day with a delicious lunch prepared and served 
by Karen’s house-keeper Julia.  After lunch, the children did what 
children do best – they played and played in Karen’s large garden.  I 
had to leave early, and as I left, there were groups playing hide and 
seek, others climbing trees, and others riding bicycles.  I am sure all 
slept well that night!  As Cora said later “they didn’t stop talking 
about their day all the way from Randjesfontein to Soweto”. 
We would really like to thank Karen and her students for giving of 
their time, for all the caring, kindness and expertise, and for 
arranging such a successful day. 
Unfortunately, soon after we arrived, Karen was badly injured in the 
face by one of her Horses.  Cora took her to hospital and stayed with 
her, missing the day’s activities.  Karen is still recovering, and our 
thoughts are with her. 
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It is increasingly difficult to find homes for the many rescued, 
abandoned, and unwanted animals.  Our sincere thanks to everybody 
who tries so hard to help find homes for our orphans – it is much 
appreciated, most of all by them! 
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Sadly we have once again had to deal with a dog shot by the 
Roodepoort SAPS.  Last year, a chained young female dog was shot 
by a police officer.  The first shot wounded her and she crawled into 
her kennel, where the officer shot her again.  And again now, 
another young dog has been shot by an officer interrogating a 
suspect.  The family pet just happened to be in the same yard, and 
according to witnesses, the dog was shot to intimidate the suspect. 
Despite our complaints to the relevant authorities in the SAPS, both 
cases are still pending. 
It is indeed shameful when Police officers who should be acting as 
role models for the community, are behaving like gangsters and 
criminals, which the children are emulating in increasing numbers. 
 
�)��������!�������!��
����
����
�������!����������� ���
��
���!���������	���������!��
��������*�	���	��+��� ��!�
�����,�!��	����!����
�!�����
������!��������	������ ���	�
-�����.	� �

 

�G
From Anita Mocke, who adopted a very scrawny, hairless little doggie from CLAW, just before last Christmas.  Petit, now Peanut, had been 
found, badly malnourished, and infested by fleas to the extent that we had to cut almost all her hair off, and repeatedly bathe her with 
medicated shampoo.  Unfortunately, in doing so, what was left of her hair, all but came off!  But Anita is a special person, who took this 
scraggly little thing in good faith, and gave her a second chance.  Over Christmas and New Year however, she had a very difficult time with it, 
as Peanut started having seizures, and was extremely nervous and jumpy, requiring repeated visits to the Vet.  Sometimes, adopted animals 
have difficulty adapting, but Anita persevered, and little Peanut eventually adjusted to her new home, and today is a happy little dog!. 
 
“March 2007 – Look at my baby Peanut now!  She is gorgeous and so happy, she is the only doggy I have ever seen that will 
jump and eat and bark at the same time!  Thank you for my little angel!  She is my little miracle, and is loved by all who know 
her.  Anita” 

 

                    
          Dec 2006                Mar 2007                 Apr 2007                    Apr 2007                     Jul 2007 

 
(If you have adopted an animal from CLAW, please send a brief “Happy Tail” together with a recent photo to KathyW7@gmail.com for 

inclusion in a future newsletter) 
 

 

�������������	����
����
�����������	����
����
�����������	����
����
�����������	����
����
�� ������������
Lovely, well-socialised, special Dogs looking for good homes :- 
 

    
Princess – stunning, lively, intelligent, playful medium size adult 

female – a special girl with huge potential 

����������	����
����
�������������	����
����
�������������	����
����
�������������	����
����
���� �������
Lovely, well-socialised, special Dogs looking for good homes :- 
 

    
Jet – lively, energetic and bright medium size adult male 

 



 

 
Thembi, found tied to a rope in Thembisa – an adult female who was 
depressed for a day and is now bouncing around like a lizard with her 

skinny little body! 
 

 
Missy – sweet medium size adult female – plays with the other dogs 

like a puppy! 
 

 

 
Chloe – very sweet and soft medium size adult female 

 
Lovely, special Cats looking for good homes, all sterilised, 
vaccinated, and dewormed :- 
 

                         
 

Adult female Ginger –          Adult male Tabby – 
        very loveable           very skinny, very hungry, 

                                         very loveable 

        
HUGE Adult male Tabby 

 
Contact Liz Roodt, CLAW Clinic Manager, on 011-763-1 638 or 072-326-3480 if you are 

interested in adopting any of these deserving orpha ns 
 

 
 

   By Emma Shamrock, aged 5 

 
 

(Aspiring cartoonists, send your animal related submissions to KathyW7@gmail.com) 
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Add your signature to on-line petitions against cruel and inhumane poisoning of stray dogs by authorities :- 
1.  Stray dogs to be poisoned with strychnine laced meat in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in an effort to clear the streets in time for the Millennium 
celebrations, which according to the Julian calendar fall on 12th September – http://getactive.pete.org/campaign/addis_ababa 
2.  Street dogs living in the most popular park In Mexico City : El Bosque de Chapultepec, and loved and fed by street vendors and animal 
lovers, are to be sent to the pound and electrocuted, in a “cleansing” campaign – http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/save-chapultepecs-dogs 
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We are truly grateful for the help and assistance provided by so 
many kind and caring individuals and Companies.  Amongst others 
this month past, we are particularly grateful to :- 
 
 

 Bea Bosch and staff at Bayer Animal Health for handsome 
donations of tick and flea products and supplements. 

 Karen Portman and assistants, for the Horsey fun day – 
thank you for the fun, the wonderful lunch, and the happy 
memories made! 

 The Griffon Girls for donations generated from their 
esoteric evenings. 

 Rotary for the HUGE 40ft Container! 
 Jacky and Hillary – FreeMe, for dog food from Nestle 

Purina (Retha Kok). 
 Mrs. Blair – newspapers and donation. 
 Peter, Julie, Ben and Joe Lovelace, for boys clothing and 

videos. 
 Mairi Campbell for a PC. 
 Generous and welcome donations, which enable us to do 

more, from : Bea Bosch, Jane Cole, G&B Inc., Southcomm 
Africa, Savannah Commodities, Martin & Gilly Dower, 
Catherine Laurent, Bianca Thaw, Felicity Levine, SM van 
Coller, Ceronio family, Danielle Mostyn, Zelma Opland, Mr. 
Alexander, Dave Wood & Diesel, LLH Neumann, Pat vd 
Berg, Allure Mng. Servlydia, and a few name unknown 
donations! 

 

If anybody can assist with any of these items, we would be most 
grateful.  Kindly contact Liz to arrange delivery/collection :- 
 

 Dog Blankets and carpets 
 Medium size Steel feeding bowls 
 Dog Food 
 Leads and Collars 
 Kennels for redistribution 
 Blankets and clothing 
 Food parcels (sugar, maize, tea, rice, tin food) 
 Biscuits and coldrink mix for the Humane Education days 
 Craft materials for the Humane Education days to teach 

the youngsters creative expression and entrepreneurial 
skills with the view to a year end craft market, eg. craft and 
glass paint, modelling clay and tools, beads, craft pipe 
cleaners, felt, candle pens, cord and ribbon, craft wire, 
styrofoam balls, card making and scrapbooking materials, 
glitter and other glues, paintbrushes, etc. 

 

 
Recent article on CLAW’s Humane Education Group :- 
 http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070903/FEATURES10/70903026/1188 

  
Donations are welcome, and help us to help many / T hank You for your support! 

Banking details :- 
Community Led Animal Welfare 
NEDBANK, FLORIDA, BRANCH 190541 
A/C : 1905 125 232 

Registered as a non profit organization 
007-416 NPO 
P.O. Box 546, Florida, 1710 
TEL: 011-763-1638 

 


